In September 1992, the Review Committee for the Individual Assignment System (the "Committee"),' appointed by then Chief Judge Sol Wachtler, recommended the establishment of specialized parts within the supreme court to handle complex commercial litigation. In particular, the Committee suggested that such parts be established in New York County, where commercial litigation appeared to be most voluminous and complex. The specialized parts were to be responsible for all aspects of commercial litigation, from the initial filing of a Request for Judicial Intervention to the ultimate disposition of a claim.
These specialized parts were designed to create a cadre of experienced judges who would use active management techniques to resolve commercial disputes swiftly, fairly, and in expert fashion. The Committee was of the opinion that the complex nature of commercial litigation required vigilantjudicial supervision. If commercial litigation cases were left amidst the general case inventory, they would be deprived of necessary attention and burden the entire system. Over the decades, the workload of judges in New York expanded, inhibiting their ability to manage difficult and complex legal commercial issues with the speed, thoroughness, and depth they so merit. In turn, commercial litigators voted with their feet This treatise provides a comprehensive and in-depth examination of procedural and substantive commercial law in New York. All the principle topics of substantive commercial law are discussed in detail. It contains thorough discussions of the rules of procedure, including some of the more treacherous ones, such as the procedure for commencing third-party actions.' The helpful (but not overwhelming) footnotes, library references, and case citations will aid a lawyer needing to explore a point in greater detail. The table of contents and index are clear, comprehensive, and easy to use. I think it fair to say that even Judge Cardozo would have found this treatise quite helpful if the text had been around in his day! What is most unique about this work is that it is more than a form book, practice manual, or substantive treatise. It is a road map for practice and strategy, from the decision to litigate to collection ofjudgment. There are able and thoughtful examinations of important questions of practice, tactics, strategy, and ethics, together with most useful forms. The work even includes sample jury charges, a welcome addition for busy trial lawyers.
Volume two, consisting of twenty-nine chapters, examines a range of issues including jurisdiction, 6 venue, 7 the drafting of a complaint, 8 filing procedures for commencing a third party action, 9 disclosure, 1 " and motion practice. 1 1 There are also strategy discussions on settlement, 12 such as how to position a case so that it can be settled for the right amount at the right time," and jury selection. 4 Chapter one sets the stage, discussing the historical perspective of commercial law from the eighteenth century to the twentieth century. 5 Particularly enlightening is the fact that certain basic features of New York litigation in 1795 remain the same today, such as dissatisfaction with fees, arbitration, the special verdict, and the struckjury. 1 " This chapter provides an in-depth analysis of the relationship between commercialization and litigation, encouraging legal practitioners to commit "to provid[ing] an attractive venue in the State courts for the expeditious and skillful resolution of commercial disputes." 1 7 Since New York "considers itself a world business capital [, it] must offer a court system commensurate with that role. The two, after all, are inextricably linked.""
The remaining chapters in this volume provide a wealth of detailed information. For example, chapter three discusses the law of venue in New York as it pertains to the parties involved and the type of relief sought. 1 9 It provides a basic understanding of the contractual venue provisions, 2 0 defines the standards for changing venue, and discusses procedures for changing venue and waiver. 22 Within the text there is a discussion of the pragmatic considerations for determining proper venue. 23 For example, more than one venue may be proper, even seemingly mandatory venue provisions may be overcome, and the parties may agree on a forum. 24 Forms for requesting a venue change 25 and a practice checklist 26 are provided to guide practitioners through the change of venue process. Chapter ten discusses the substantive law governing enforcement of agreements to arbitrate under federal and New York law, 2 7 and the enforcement of forum selection clauses. 28 Further, chapter eleven provides the procedures for raising or objecting to a choice of law clause and waiving its enforcement. The depth of this treatise is illustrated in chapter fourteen. It examines the standard for determining whether a preliminary injunction is justified, 30 and outlines the procedure for obtaining a preliminary injunction.
3 " It ascertains how the court assesses the amount of damages a defendant sustains by reason of a preliminary injunction 32 44 and an Order Approving Settlement of an Infant's Action. 4 " Although these forms are available elsewhere, their compilation in one place will prove to be handy for the practitioner.
According to chapter eighteen, disclosure is "one of the most important components of commercial litigation .... Disclosure encompasses not only information about the client and its claim that you and your adversary will obtain from each other, but also information that may have to be obtained from third parties. " ' The chapter further discusses the importance of developing a dis-
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covery plan for commercial cases, 47 and the methods of obtaining disclosure. 48 Volume three details the nuts and bolts of litigation. The mechanics of trial practice (witness examination, 4 9 final argument, 5° and jury charges 5 1 ) and post-trial procedures (motions, 5 2 appellate practice, and enforcement of judgments 5 4 ) are given great attention. The anchor of this volume is its introductory chapter on trials. This chapter begins with a discussion of theories and observations which can help the practicing commercial attorney understand the processes and complexities associated with commercial litigation. 5 5 Although there are similarities between commercial trials and trials of other types, there are some notable differences. For instance, the subject matter of the commercial case is often technical in nature, there may be differences in background and experience between judge or jury and the witnesses, and commercial cases are characterized by a predominance of documents as sources of evidence, the use of depositions, and extensive witness preparation. 56 Trial structures and strategies are discussed in an easy to understand and apply style. 57 Even more helpful for the litigator are subsequent chapters which discuss the aspects of trial. An overview is provided for every conceivable step: Preliminary conferences, 5 presentation of the case in chief, 59 cross-examination, 60 expert witnesses, 6 " and final arguments, 62 just to name a few. Each chapter contains concrete examples which illustrate the particular topic. 6 3 For example, the chapter on expert witnesses contains an excerpt of expert testimony, including a direct examination and voir dire of an expert witness. 64 These examples provide an excellent frame of reference for attorneys.
Also included in this volume is a discussion of evidence and related issues of admissibility in the commercial context. 65 Hearsay 6 6 and the Parol Evidence Rule 6 7 are both discussed in the same easy to understand language that characterizes this entire treatise. 90 The volume closes with a helpful overview of jurisdiction and procedural matters in the Surrogate's Court. 9 ' The final chapter proposes a model for corporate litigation management which should prove helpful to all commercial litigators. 9 2 It includes recommendations as to how corporate litigation can be managed cost-effectively, such as returning telephone calls promptly, providing in-house training for attorneys on litigation and negotiation, and periodically reviewing litigation referred to outside counsel to determine if similar matters may be handled in-house in the future. 9 3 The quick reference tables and indexes provide easy cross reference within all volumes of the treatise. 9 4
With so many contributors, the result could have been confusing, but Mr. Haig and his colleagues at West Publishing managed a seamless and well-organized presentation. However, due to the multiplicity of authors, readers who spend time immersed in these volumes may miss a single, consistent, unique, and stylistic authorial voice such as that found in Professor Siegel's New York Practice 9 5 or Wigmore's Evidence in Trials at Common Law. 96 Moreover, greater depth in each topic's substantive law is needed. The for-mer is not a fundamental problem. Indeed, many a single author fails to accomplish this level of consistency. The latter is due to a limit on space; it is hardly a condemnation to wish for more volume. There will, one hopes, be room to grow in the future.
Haig's Commercial Litigation in New York State Courts will promptly become indispensable for all commercial litigators within the Empire State. Those unfamiliar with the New York court system will also find these volumes priceless. Additionally, this treatise will be of great assistance to the Commercial Division and to all New York courts faced with issues in commercial law. It is my hope that this excellent treatise, along with the formation of the Commercial Division, will restore New York as the center of commercial law in the United States. 
